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“The Ketuboh s one of the oldest and ane of the st romantic clements of Jewish weddings. It
i el conteac,pursand smple. 1 it trditonal form the Ktuboh does not mertion love or
st or the establshment o aJeish home or ven God. It s writte in Aramai, “th technical
ogollnguageof Tolmudic v rathr tha i Hobrow,th laguageof the Song of Songs”

“Ateaditional Ktubohi not o contract between brde and groom bt o document signed by two
witnesss whe tedfy that the groom scquird"the bride in the prescribed manner and that he
.....4 o support he. This is mot a mutual agesement;the brde only has to willingly accept the
roposal of maringe. The Ketubah s the sive 1o the bride as a srety of herrights and.
LT, e b b k) s

For the nd of thefrt century of the Common Era (C.E), the Kutuboh vasactually a vry
progresive document for ts time becanss it provided women vith legal status and rghts in
marringe. 1t is aho credited with strengthening the Jewish family since it made divorce—
ly cxercised male prerogative—a more costly decision. Since the second
cld that without » Ketuboh the union of husband and wife was unhallowed

‘wer sripped of thei belomgings and expelled from France,the rabbinic authortis declred
that redtothewive,thee could e o conjogal rlati
Jevich o docs recognize the valdity of marciage without the document. IF witnesses
that  ewish couple i iving together s sband and vif, o Bst Din,  coue of rabbiconsiders
the taditions Ketubahto be i effoct.

By and larg, howeve,vaiations in the Ketahah ware insinifcant compared to theextet to
which the est remained consta. The document il inse amon traditionalJews share s grest
denl with mariogsconteactsfromthesecond century, .

‘Alhoughit wasgest advance fo it time th traditional Ketuhahdoesnotaddres th e
of marrioe i our day. 1t vry difficult for many covplesand rabbis to so the traditionl text
and then afim,as it declaes, that the Ketahohis ot o be resorded as an Asmabhie

formna. The daborae sconomic artangementsfo the dissluton of a mariage as spelled utin
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o teadiions] Ketubah have hecome mesninglens, and the changed. sepration, roe, and
responsibilie of women and men ind no expresion in acontrct that demands spcific dutes
e responsibilitis of the room but asks the brid for nthing in retun

Since the arly 1970, bride and geooms, rabbis, and cllgraghers hve ben expri
with now Ketubot. One rabbi hascaledthes documents Bt Ketbot—*covenant Ketbot
exprsion that acknowledges the ifeence betveen hes new contracs and raditonal Ktuot
and aso emphasize thesriousnes o mutualty of an agrecment to mary.

New Ketubot offer many choices to couple, trting with the content ofthe documment. Some.
ridesand grooms s the tradtional Aramaic text bt select or i n etirly diffren text i
English. Many non-Orthodos coupls, ncomforabl with anyreference o sler Zizin o Kigan
(st acqisition of the bride) i any angusg, purche o commision a Ketbah ha reflcs
their value and hopes i both Hebrew and Englih. O of the mostfundumental changeson new
Ketalot s not even what the document sy, but wha sgos . O the Octhodor document,only
it by rfering to the bide and geoom i the thisd
s, eflectng thefrt-person promises they mabe to
coch otherthrth b and witesssadd the igature.

Novs,anlralatst crcated the Ketbah e selected. W wee stractedimmedistelyto the b,
ibrant colos o the golden b knckgeound. The them incorportes ymbolic reprsentations
ofthetwelve tribes arrayed o map, b o each ide by the four divctions,with « compass
nea the center. Since we bothlove o travl, the deigninegucd . Homever,marely oo to
travel was oo sinplitic o concept for such  momentous cvent. Mose and the Traclts may have
planned  simple steightforward tipfrom Egyp o the Promised Land. Butthei i, thei ves
et very mch astray. s unlikelythat  ourne from Egypt o Lisel equied the e spom
hole gencration. The i
n transit, and any or all manner of things o cavse theseraclte to wander forsuch 3
Tong ime. Ou sges el us h the enerstion that cested the Golden Cll ol notbe allowed
into the Promised Land. Theesor,the people vandered untla new geneaton was esdy to

ey vas ok an unkown path 0 suely ther were changes in lans,
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continand
s thee new land. Lif i fll of dedicated plans that change, auicks offte tht et the
joene, mintaks, mistep,or things tht o b in the ight. Each of us journeys through
Tife but this travel s o el rander tha simple vacation. An orgaized rp can have o
destimtion bt things don'alwars . arelost hotelsae Fllunmessonable

e Ll g, dsinationsco b laned bt ey g scorin ot led
ey Lis compass frequenly discts va to places wnintended. Gideon and | hav had
s gols, havetsvelod il th diectionsofthe compass, and e lives have bcn bold,
ibrant colorson thegolde brown sandeof ife. T hasbeoman aeaing adcnture nd, ik ous
ncentos, th journcy hs taught e much and oft times led s into quagmies. O hady foe-
Lithars el —smbos s e i v i thee persoermmce. Wo hoge the pidance
anddiecions of ur el anestos rellcted i oue Ketbah will comtinse to be  bescon

W‘dy%

Toewoh o sl decrsionof e ot gl binin i ad of . T st
et an st of Ko formal, gyl scuisition. Withootthe oo iviog and the
e of s et of ] el — somtbin S, P il el

 penn” — thre i o marine. Eversince the sventhcentry, ing s been |

and prefereed ot of exchange.




image7.jpg
Accordin to Jovih L, th ring st b unpisrcd and froe o precious stones 1o svoid any
possble missepresentation of ts vl and should belong ta the room. Ol one ring—given
by thegeoom to th bride—is reuired by o It ha becorme common in ecent decades amongst
the mom-Orthdo,in  dovblering ceemony for the bide' ift of a ring to hr groom to be
incorporstedinta the vedding coemony:

For the mat pnt, Jovish weddin rings ae extremely sienple peces of jewery.
ropean commanitie of thessteenth and seventoenth centures, when lrge, orate marriage
vings decoratd wit th tovere of the Temple in Jorvslem were utlizd by the bridal couple for
{heir webding celbraions,  simlesing vas late ubstittedfor evrydsy e

"N b made of a single pure metal, with o hole brsakin th irl,epresentsthe vhaleness
achieved though marriage and a hope for an unbroken union. The circl i an sncient symbol
common t manyculures. T varous timesand laces it asbeensign of pefection, complotor
afey, and the fmals, The mystcsvha wrotethe Zoho percived the ring - cicle of lght that
reeald the enveloping”sexual mysteryof marisge
cimple old bands remain the traditonsland most popolae choice, embelishment with
Hebrow leters s come back ino fashion. 1t was once common for the words ‘Maze Tox'—good
Ik —to becograved inside th sing. Some coupls choose th decaration. “Dods L V' Ani L
s my beoved s mine"). Hebrew mmes andlo theJewsh date of th wedding

e e

can b engraved ns
The wodding band i cotomarly placed on th index finger of the bide's vight hand during the
thecuiest 356, An ncientbelict s hat ey

coremony. This i themost prominent nger
runedirectly rom the index fngerto the heat

“The groom reite the “Haroy A tatement (Be conseceated o me s my wife with ths i,
acsording to the L of Moses and aracl). I a double-rin coremony,the brde wil rcite the
Haray Aok ttement (consscating the grom as her husband). The ings ae ter transerred
o the third fingor ofth e hand.
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Becdibirs % o e o)
e o cll o the e b, Th B hich e v,
inle e oo el of he bride il o the corems. Thecunos it

e bsed upn the Biblcl ory i which coh it to ey Rchel smknowigly s
erlder e, Lo,

gk

The weding ceremonytkes lacebeneth the o (ebin conogs) Th bl camopy
i mltifceied smbol it i  home,  garment  bdeverng, and s soinder ofthe e 1
omadic ancetors The fct that the Chupalh i apes o all sdes eclle tho e ofthe bl
Absbar, 2 prsgon of horitaliy,who hd doce o ll o sdes of is dweling o thet st
ould luay know they were weleom.

I Tlmudi timen,the oo fthe et up sl purple tent i the coutyrd of bis home
e the marringe would b inaled by conmmaton. Over e, Nty b sy
act, which thegrocm ccomplshd by covering he brde with a gament—a el o b
the word Chuppoh becsme ideniliedwith the st of cowring o taangthe bride,

Lo fiertents vainhd fromthe Jewish e, wdding ceremonie sre hed st of doors
i the hop thatthe g would b blesed by a manychiden a e s of the hosmens:
Some Lind of coverig was employd crese  more modest d arcilid sy sepsnted e
the ‘masktplce” Duvin the istoenthcentryprobably n Pl  prtble cumopy hld o
oy four ol cume ke vogue and o tme the word Chugpa ecame slentdmane with i
canopythanwith s ol ancton of Niseun,
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The Chuppah shouldbea temporary hndrmde structu. Tese do ot count nor are Chipp
made entrely of fowees ssicly koshe. Despit th fact that the canopy hn « ol funcion,
the ae no Halkhi resuicements about s dimensions,shape o decoration. s appesrunce
entnely  materof st another opportunity for persanalsspression and Hidr Mt the
besutfication of iy

Recentlythe v of prayr shaw] s canopyhas e big comeback. Marryng unde T,
eich are somindersofthe Mt i sen a n affrmation ofthe couple commtment 04 shared
Jevish lfe. Obviounly, in oderto function as o Chuppoh, Tt needsto be full-ied govenent
‘e that coverstwo-thicdsof the body. The Chuppah is hun seurely fom four pele and v
spcial honor to be ssked 0 hold » Chph pole

Our Chigpahis Gideon's e Talit Over the yars, A hasadired the besuifl Tkt which
Robin Eintein has madefo he famil. O recent trip o Larael, Robin directed o the wesver
in Jerssalem. Accompanied by our dear fiend, Yarv e 7, we visited the sallsho loentod
utede the wall o Jeeusale, nt o rors the Kot where Gideon selected the pecal et be
e the dsign, and the syl of etrin. Bocause of thecircumstances, using Gideon's Tolt an
oyl s special sinificance fo ue. Addiionally, weare honored thet four of ourfinds
will share cur oy by holding the poles sporting our Chappol.

% o Grooms

Bencath the huppak,the brde cicles the groom seve times. The mumberseven hos many
eynbolc mesningsin Jaers, including the seven daya of cration and seven Hssings (Shocs
Brachot i the weddingcermons. There sl  mystial teching that the bride i il v,
timen, enees seven spheesof her husband's nnermot bein,
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Tho weddig serviceconsstof b pats spsssted by thereding of the Ktuboh. The it part
o Betrothal (i) ad the second s Nuptals (N,

‘Alough s clements are much olde the Jowish wedding began o ke it curont hape
during the <lovnth century. Belore that, marrioge was sccomplished in two distinct rituals,
earsted by sn mch an o yes. The fat of these s betrohal, r Erin (oo called Kiddokin),
from the same root  the word Kadoah, meaning “holy” Afte thic betrothl,thebride and groom
wer consderedleglly el and  Got, the formal il of divorce, was ecessry to disslvethe
omteset. The marrage, hoveve,was ot consummated uni fterthe ext ceremony, Nswin—

The tuo ceremoniesdffr i function and feling. Kiddshin s lgel contac imvolving the
prcie orals snd \ansactins of Kt and Kinpo. Noen i e less tagible proscs
1ol mot with documents bt with acions. Betcothal designates the bride and groom for each
her ol bt muptesgivethrm o ach ther, Kidduhinforse theconnection between bede nd
‘oo Niuin, which an leo mean levation”connects husband and vife with God

Nfr meadhy o centics and dspiteth fcttht both Kiluinand Nisuin e e carriod
autbenenth the Chgpal, vt wedding il how the seam wherethe tw cremonics were ined.
The preence of e cup s  reminder fthe i when tn separatecccaionsvih tvo sepaste
reitations f Kidhoh the prayr of sanctficstion over wine. The sepration of Enain/Kildashin
ivd N Chuppacan o an nd ding the clevnth coturyfor  umberof practicl rssons.
Tt oo sepatate cremanien et tw sepacate banguets, which impored inancial difficulis
o all bt th weathes. Second, the Middle Ageswer prilous times orJow, and an inervening
e might b deporation or deth to one of the patis 1 ¢ betrothed groom diappesred,
e became Aponah  vorsan who vas unsble to marry. Finally sice many geooms ied
it th bride oty before Chapph th ceessonies wers combinedtoremove the obvious and
adertaable tempatons of coupls who had been promised o cach athe but were forbiddens
totouch.

The Betrthal Cremony besin with  wlcome o the peopl gthered nd prye for Godx
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presence sad lossing ver th marriage. The blssngs e reited andthebrideand sroom drnk
o cup of win,symboliing thejy and bundance they hope t shareinthei
Duin the Ring Ceremony th bide sod geoom exchange rins a the

objectof knawnaluesuch asing. The oont iving
i the rde'sackeptance g i th central sct of Kidhahin, Whil thee re o vedding vows
1 4 inthe Octhodos Jewish wedding iturgy, they are included in Refoemceremonies.

“The ring ceremony complste betcotha/Kildashinl Erain._ At this junction, ¢ has been
custornary, lmoe sine the beginin of thecombined btrothl-and-nuptial wedding,to make
clss sparation bt the teo ceremonies

Niein,the secondhlfof the wedding, consists f the she bt erlly seven blssngs)
nd Vi eclsion. Set toancint o evocative melodios the blessigs e the urgica core
ofthewedding. Actully it pefectly egal o get mariedwithout these blssngs bt rciing
the haes Bichot i aneofth customs that has ke o the foce of a: It does' fel ik
Jewish welding without then-

“The Shevs Brachot thank God fo.

Cretingthe it of
Creting the universe
Creatinhumon beings

Ceatingbuman beings in Godsimage s they can crsate fe

The re-establshment of sl
Couring bride and groom torjice
Crestin oy and ladnes, bride and groom, oughter and s, dancing nd
fubiation, ove and harmony, psce snd Findehip
Thess Hlssingsshow tha the marige s ot just  transoctio o conrsctual xelation bt
cancification of two ouls o Jewish way of e, Thebride and groom drik wine fromthe same.
cup afer th blesin t show that they have bogun ther e toether
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‘ Te Pronouncoment

The Shea Brachot conclde the marrsge service Some rbbis make i et this oy
bt most simply end with the official promoucenmet that the bide and oom ae now hushand
andife Thecoremony conchodeswith the "prislybendiction” skin that God'prsence and
pesc srround thecoupl.

R
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T Bk Gloss

“The Brsken lass may be the best-kmown lement o the Jeish wedding. It i entely
customary and enentially nonrligiou. 1t veryancintpratice encrutedwith generations of
terpreation. Few symbols can be givn singl,simple xplanations, butth breaking of  gass
it th end of the ceremony may b the mast kleidoscapic of ll wedding mmbols. The broken
s i  joyour conchsion that ncourages merriment a the Sewdat Mituah—the meal of

it Bl
The custom datesback o the writng ofthe Talmd. “Mae b Rabin made s mariage fest o
his son. He oborved thatthe rabbisprsentwe vy bappy. So e seized an xpensivegoblet worth
500 Zusim and broke it efoe them. Thus,he made ther ober” Rabina' ot wa,whers there
o ejicing, there sho b trembling. By the Middle Ages, ynsgosue facads in Geemany were
fnkaid it secil stomefo the expresspurpos of smashing gl t the nd of veddings.

‘Homeve the intepretaton o the sct had changed somewbt b he fourtcenth centuy it vae
e an o seminder of the detruction of the Templ i Jerwlem. Thu, even at the hight of
persanal o communal sdnes s recallod. Thiskeepctation remins resonat, although it has
e broudaed o includeall ofthe oses ffered by theJeish people. The shaterd lasis oo
e s eminde tht though the wedding ha providd st ofredenpton, the world s tll
el broben and reiing vt core.

“The gl is ok ol o remindr of sorrm bt aeo a capresson of hope for  fuure free
fom all vioence, A broken lae canmot b mendeds kewise, marige s irevocable divrce
motwithtanding. 1  tranformin cxperence thot leavs ndiiduals forver changed. 1t
covenant betves twopeople and o hetaen acouple G InJudom,covenants rs et o
Sinai he tablete re broke, o  cirsumcision the sk s macbed. At s weldin the lss cuts” the
covenant. The ety of lss lo gt th ety of s relationships. Even the steomgest
o i st o dsntgeation. Intisconent;the glas i broken o “potect the marrisge withan
implied prayes, A his o shttes, 0 may our mariage mevr break”

“The makin ofloud nive i i aeless e fo rightning and sppesing demons
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contined.,
ho, it was widly believed, e stsacted o the beautifl snd fortunate—people such as bedes
and geooms.

“The breabing of glars aleo s sesual connottions. 1t s o pmbolic ensctment of breking
he bymen, ahichexplaine why it was consderedimportnt that the room ‘sccomplih’ the deed.
Any flure wos s smbareaein portent of impotonce,and if the bride steped on th glass,the
roonis traditonal role o

s prefiguresthe ety and elsse of sexual union, which s ot only permited to maried
conple butalaorequied of ther.

Finaly, th slos sgnal the nd oftheceromony: The slence snd hsh of mythic time under
the Chippah—when the bride and groom wtood as Adar sd Eve, vhen redemption was almost
tangible—ends wth n aploian. Pecple shale,shout“Masee!” clp hec hands,embrace talk,
sing. Breabing the lse returns e to hitricaltme where the workd s sl in Gt —exile’—
“Whough e s brokem e el of the marringe. The sound of breaking slss s grocted by
“houtsof“Masel o and  chorus of “Sima to e Lc” 2 the couple deprt rom under the

Chuppoh.
185
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ordeda ew minutes ofpivcy
in Yiohud—sechusion. Yichudisan echo of ancint day when a groom would tak the bidsto bis
tenttoconsummate the mariage. Although consummation has ot immediaely lelloved Chuppah
for centurie, these moments of privae time have remained as & symbolic consmmation—a
demonstation of th coupl <onsemmation inth ew minutesallowed
for Yiohdwould s entiely ot of beepin with the Tl inistencethat conjgal sex imvove
mutual consent,gentlenee,ptine,and o)

“The word Yiohud comes rom the Hebrew root mesning both loneness nd togetherness. No
matter how much the bride and groom are patners in martine,they ill sbays b individus]
slvee. No mater how lone cither may e, thy willlvays have cach othe. Yk
time o exble embrace,and et what ened be sbocrbel.
inof b the cente of stention fr . whale day. 1 an land of privacy and pesce beore
tho public clebration begine.

s n important resit from

0}% Teast
the St Mitmah cclebeation) that sccompanies the fulfllment of a religious act.
ly it i considered an oblgation and a good deed toreoice haatily at  wedding.
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Ouk BELOVED PARENTS:

May Louise Penny
& J. Marshall Penny, S
“Tova Goldberg Aciel

Moshe Arel

Ginkow's pavairTe:
Geffen Olympia Avil

GInEoN's MeNTOR AND
DEAR FRIEND OF GIDEOK AND ANN

Yariv Oren

o
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The wedding of

T A Doy
and
%a{m/

e

Sunday, October 17, 2004
Two Cheshean 5765

“The Ritz-Carlton

Dana Point, California
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Dese Famlyand Friends

Welcomet ourwedding. We want all of you o ko how ontuateand bapey w e b
o e from grat distances t o us onthis vy special oy, We el s loved and sl o
Haveyouher o belp s celebrate. Thask ol for makin this dy complete.

We o o et st vy waethckyou  ur brotherin-ow G . Leot. o

for ur wedding log. Welove it and are s by that wecoubl ncororate it it o sy of
o edding ioce.

Allauelove,
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Brocessional

The bideand groom are homored ke i and quee

wedding dayand therfone ar ccompanied
o Chuppoh b fmily nd clos rsnds.
Chuppal hlders John D. Probe
Stanley W. Simants
Joremy Wse
Robert W Wainwriht
Rk Stephen). Fisten
Groom Gideon B. Avie],
Eucortod by bis
Bt Man Joba F S
Bede M. A Penny
Eucortd by ber
Brother 1. Macsball Py e
and Sitr Bubrs Penny Lonts




